

J4/99-0589

17 November 1999

Page 1 of 13


J4 Meeting 221 MINUTES

17 November 1999

J4/99-0589



Page 13 of 13

J4 Meeting 221 MINUTES


Accredited Standards Committee

NCITS

Minutes Approved 17 November 1999

Meeting Number 221, 13-18 September 1999
Host: Mr. John R. Brieschke

J4 COBOL Technical Committee
Secretary: Mr. John R. Brieschke

Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA


Mr. Don Schricker, chair, called the 221st meeting of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee to order at 0830 hours Central Daylight Time (CDT) on Monday, 13 September 1999 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The paragraphs in these minutes correspond to the agenda item number regardless of the sequence in which topics were processed.  If the committee did not discuss a subordinate agenda item, that item is omitted from the minutes.  Actions under some agenda items may have occurred on multiple days.

Attendance:


Legend of Attendance List:

A
Alternate member present

G
Guest present

L
Liaison representative present

M
Primary voting member present

N
Non-voting member present

O
Observer present

--
Primary voting member absent

-
Person absent

*
Voting member did not fulfill attendance requirements for this meeting

Attendance:

Name
Organization
Dates         September 1999



13
14
15
16
17
18

* Donald F. Nelson
Compaq
--
--
--
--
--
--

* Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
--
--
--
--
--
--

* Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
--
--
--
--
--
--

  Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
A
A
A
A
A
--

  Ann Wallace
IBM
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Robert A. Karlin
Karlins’ Korner
--
M
M
M
M
--

  Don A. Schricker  (Chair)
Merant
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Les Canham
Merant
A
A
A
A
A
A

  Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
Self
M
M
M
M
M
M

  John R. Brieschke 
Unisys
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Barry Tauber
Victor Consulting
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Stephen Spiro
Wizard Systems
M
M
M
M
M
M

  Bruce Gaarder
Self




G
G

1.  Membership report

Mr. Schricker presented the membership report.

The following actions concern membership in J4:

--
The membership of Victor Consulting is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings.

--
The membership of Wim Ebbinkhuijsen is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings.

Membership is twelve; a quorum is four.  The current membership is shown in the J4 Mailing List for this meeting.

2.  Distribution of documents

The documents distributed for this meeting are listed in the document register for this meeting.

3.  Approval of agenda

Agenda item 16.1 was moved to follow item 19 on the agenda.


Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded that:

The agenda for meeting 221 of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee be approved as amended by the Chair.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The final agenda, J4/99-0440, is included with these minutes by reference.

During the latter part of the meeting, while discussing agenda item 18.35, Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Canham seconded that agenda item 19.3 be discussed following the completion of agenda item 18.35.  The motion passed with a vote of Yes – 7, No – 0.

4.  Standing Documents - no action requirement unless an issue is raised

No issues raised at meeting 221.

5.  Meeting planning
5.1  Future meetings

The future meetings scheduled for J4 are as follows:

DATE
Number
Meeting Type
Location / Host

14 – 19 November 1999
M-222
J4
(Sunday – Friday)
San Diego, California
Mr. Reimann, Fujitsu Software

17 – 28 January 2000
M-223
J4
(2 weeks
Start Monday
end Friday
Sunday off)
Carmel, California
Ms Wallace, IBM

6 – 14 April 2000
M-224
J4 / WG4
(Thursday - Saturday
3 days - J4
Sunday off
Monday - Wednesday
3 days - WG4
Thursday - Friday
2 days - J4)
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen

12 – 16 June 2000
M-225
J4
Boston area
Mr. Schricker

14 – 18 August 2000
M-226
J4
Western US
Mr. Karlin

2 – 6 October 2000
M-227
J4
Chicago area
Mr. Tauber

3 – 8 December 2000
M-228
J4
(Sunday – Friday)
New Orleans, Louisiana
Mr. Nelson

The following is a list of hosting activities of each J4 member:

Organization
Name
Last Hosting
Next Hosting

Fujitsu Software
Artur Reimann
October 1997
M-222 / November 1999

IBM
Ann Wallace
April 1998
M-223 / January 2000

--
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
--
M-224 / April 2000

Merant
Don A. Schricker
July 1999
M-225 / June 2000

Karlins’ Korner
Robert A Karlin
--
M-226 / August 2000

Victor Consulting
Barry Tauber
August 1998
M-227 / October 2000

Compaq
Don Nelson
January 1999
M-228 / December 2000

Wizard Systems
Stephen Spiro
--
--

ITSCJ
Wataru Takagi
May 1995
--

Hewlett-Packard
Veeru Mehta
December 1996
--

EDS
Raymond W. Fisher
May 1999
--

Unisys
John R. Brieschke
September 1999
--

6.
  Treasurer's report
6.1  99-0369 - Treasurer's Report for Meeting 220 (Brieschke)

Mr. Brieschke presented J4/99-0369, J4 Treasurer's Report for meeting 220.  He recommended that the meeting fee for meeting 222 in November 1999 should be set at $200.00.

Mr. Tauber moved and Ms Wallace seconded that:

the meeting fee for meeting 222 in November 1999 be set at $200.00.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

7.  99-0237 - Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments (Fisher)

The committee members were requested to mark off the items they had completed on an alphabetically sorted copy of the Action Item List handed to them by Mr. Brieschke, and to return that marked list to Mr. Schricker prior to the end of the meeting.

8.  Approval of minutes
     99-0351 - J4 Meeting 220 Minutes (Fisher)

An ad hoc committee appointed to review the minutes recommended that they be approved with minor modifications.

Mr. Spiro moved and Mr. Tauber seconded to:

approve the minutes of meeting 220 as modified at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
3
NO --
1
ABSTAIN -- 
2

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen stated that the minutes usually do not give any idea what the direction for changing a proposal is.

There was consensus that within a week after a meeting, authors should send a summary of the direction they were given for changing a proposal to the secretary for inclusion in the minutes.

10.  Report of J4 Chair

10.1  99-0418 – J4 Annual Report to NCITS (Schricker)

Mr. Schricker discussed the contents of the J4 annual report to NCITS. 

10.2  Report from SC 22 TAG meeting (Tauber)

Mr. Tauber provided a verbal report to the committee.

12. Processing of Base Document

12.1  Status of Base Document (Nelson)

Paper copies of committee draft version 1.6 have been printed and distribution is in progress.  All J4 members and alternates attending this meeting were given paper copies at the start of the meeting.  The document is also available in PDF format on the J4 web site.


12.1.1  99-0424 – Glitches in proposals (Nelson)

            99-0438 – Response to glitches in proposals (Reimann)


Ms Wallace, Mr. Takagi, and Mr. Schricker will look at the proposals along with CD 1.5 to determine if the technical editor included everything in 1.6 correctly or if changes are needed.  

Mr. Schricker volunteered to include 99-0438, items 1, 3, and 4 in his miscellaneous editorial change  document, 99-0434.

During discussion of 99-0438, item 2, there was consensus by the committee to make Computer-name optional in the Object-Computer paragraph if Mr. Reimann wishes to develop the proposal.

During discussion of 99-0438, item 5, The committee took the following straw vote:

Lower-case symbols are treated like their upper-case equivalent in the picture character-string.


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members only
6
1
2

Document 99-0438 was marked complete.

All of the other changes Mr. Nelson had made were accepted by consensus.

12.2  99-0187 – Draft schedule for revision of COBOL (Wallace)

The schedule was discussed.  Required proposals must be available for processing at the next meeting.

13.  Review of EF and WR documents that were "approved as modified" 

13.3
99-0323 - PICTURE clause rework (Nelson)

13.4
99-0330 - Compile-time arithmetic expressions (Nelson)

13.5
99-0368 - COPY REPLACING identifier repair (Nelson)

13.6
99-0370 - SPECIAL-NAMES cleanup (98-0467/15; 98-0475/28a-c; 98-0512/12; 98-0571/4) (Reimann)

13.7
99-0372 - Formatting of the COLLATING SEQUENCE clause (98-0475/11) (Nelson)

13.8
99-0376 - Locale concepts (Reimann)

13.9
99-0378 - Repository updating; checking of definitions and of conformance (Schricker)

13.10
99-0379 - Response to Comments on CD 1.5 (Reimann)

13.11
99-0380 - Argument and parameter rules (Reimann)

13.12
99-0383 - FORMAT and WRITE (Nelson)

13.13
99-0387 - Meaning of nonstandard extensions (Wallace)

There was consensus that all of the proposals listed in paragraph 13.3 through 13.12 correctly reflected modifications directed by the committee with the exception of:

· 99-0368 COPY REPLACING identifier repair, proposal item 2, which is fixed by Mr. Schricker in 99‑0434, proposal item 1.

· 99-0387 Meaning of nonstandard extensions, for which the wrong document was distributed and applied.  The document posted as 99-0387 was the older version, 99-0342.  Ms. Wallace will prepare 99-0470, Meaning of nonstandard extensions, to undo the application of 99-0342 in CD 1.6 and apply the correct version of 99-0387.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0470 to the combined change proposal.

99-0379 Response to Comments on CD 1.5, which was not applied to the base document and is not in CD 1.6.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0379 to the combined change proposal.

15.
  Items requiring significant direction
15.4  99-0432 Bit and national groups (Wallace)

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:

approve 99-0432 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Wallace will prepare a 99-0453, a revision of 99-0432, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0453 to the combined change proposal.

15.5  99-0260 – FINALIZE method (Satoh/Takagi)

During the discussion of this proposal: 

Mr. Takagi accepted an action item to clarify the term’s instance and objects in proposal item 3.

The committee took the following straw votes:

Change the syntax in proposal item 4 to be AUTO-METHOD.  FINALIZER.


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members only
8
0
1

The Invoke Finalizers method should determine which objects can no longer be reached using the implementor-defined mechanism for garbage collection.


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members only
8
0
1

 Mr. Spiro volunteered to write a proposal to update the document to note that notes are informational.

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen is going to review all of the notes in the draft standard to determine if they are informative or not.

Mr. Takagi will prepare 99-0441, a revision to 99-0260, incorporating the guidance provided during the discussion of the proposal and the related straw votes.  

15.8  99-0413 – Compiler directing facility (Wallace)

Mr. Karlin volunteered to clean up paragraphs 7.2.5 and 7.2.6 relating to Boolean expressions.

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to investigate what happens when a runtime element contains no procedure division and what happens when a runtime element contains only a procedure division.

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0413 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
1
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms Wallace will prepare a 99-0443, a revision of 99-0413, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0443 to the combined change proposal.

16.  Quality review comment processing 

16.2  Comments with status Deferred, Uncertain, Under Investigation

16.2.0  99-0437 – Review of Wallace Action Items 1 – 29 (Wallace)

            99-0451 – Review of Wallace Action Items 30 – 80 (Wallace)

Discussion of 99-0437:

Item 1, no change, only open action is already assigned to Mr. Brieschke.

Item 2, was completed in 99-0410.

Item 6, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to include the definition of address in his definitions proposal.

Item 7, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to include the definition of integer in his definitions proposal.

Item 8, The committee took the following straw vote:

General Rule 8 of the LOCK MODE clause should be left as is, changed, deleted, or abstain from voting.  Vote for only one of the choices.   

Voting members only
Yes

Left as is
5

Changed
2

Deleted
0

Abstain
1

            As a result of the straw vote, the comment was rejected, no action required.

Item 10, comment withdrawn.

Item 11, Mr. Schricker will investigate.

Item 12, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen will include a definition of current runtime locale in his definitions proposal.

Item 16, Mr. Karlin will investigate.

Item 17, Mr. Schricker will investigate.

All items not indicated remain assigned to Ms Wallace.

Discussion of 99-0451:

Item 1, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen will investigate.

Item 2, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen will investigate.

Item 10, Mr. Spiro will investigate.

Item 11, no action required.

Item 16, already completed by Mr. Reimann.

Item 34, Mr. Schricker will investigate.

Item 40, no action required.

Item 41, no action required.

Item 42, no action required.

All items not indicated remain assigned to Ms Wallace.

18.
Corrections

18.2  99-0408 – Free-form source investigation (95-0104) (Schricker) 

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:

Accept the recommendation to reject 99-0408 and note that issues 4 and 5 in the justification be marked as complete.

The motion to reject passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

18.8  99-0407 – Reference format and directive issues (98-0492) (Schricker)

Mr. Murray moved and Mr. Canham seconded to:

Approve 99-0407 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare a 99-0444, a revision of 99-0407, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0444 to the combined change proposal.

18.9  99-0412 – Continuation and hex literals (98-0423/24) (Wallace)

Mr. Brieschke moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0412.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0412 to the combined change proposal.

18.10  99-0405 – Fix comment specification and indicators (98-0423/24) (Wallace)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Canham seconded to:

approve 99-0405.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0405 to the combined change proposal.

18.12  99-0133 – Global names and scope of names (98-0434/19, 98-0440/13) (Schricker)

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Canham seconded to:

approve 99-0133 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0445, a revision to 99-0113 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0445 to the combined change proposal.

18.13  99-0431 – ACCEPT statement (98-0467/26,27) (Schricker)

During the discussion there was consensus to move the valid data but not the invalid data.

The wording for the handling of the entering of incompatible data during the execution of an ACCEPT statement was modified, as well as the related implementor-defined item.

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0431 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0446, a revision of 99-0431, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0446 to the combined change proposal.

18.15  99-0415 – Object-modifier editorial work (99-0113) (Schricker)

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0415 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
1
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare a 99-0448, a revision of 99-0415, incorporating the approved modifications and distribute it to the committee for review.  

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0448 to the combined change proposal.

18.16
Find another term for object-modifier (Ebbinkhuijsen/Karlin)

The committee took the following straw vote:

Choose the preferred meta-term from the list object-view-modification, object-view-modifier, object-view, view-modifier, or object-modifier.  Vote for as many as you like.  

Voting members only
Yes

Object-view-modification
1

Object-view-modifier
1

Object-view
6

View-modifier
0

Object-modifier
2

As the result of the straw vote, Mr. Karlin volunteered to develop a proposal to change all instances of Object-modifier to Object-view.

18.17  99-0419 – Investigate unavailable and not present in OPEN GR1 and associated tables  (Schricker)

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Tauber seconded to:

approve 99-0419.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0419 to the combined change proposal.

18.18  99-0416 - Releasing record locks (Schricker)

The committee took this straw vote:

For single record locking, if REWRITE WITH LOCK or DELETE is unsuccessful, the lock on that record, if any, is kept.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present


not taken

Voting members only
5
0
4

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0416 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0450, a revision to 99-0416 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0450 to the combined change proposal.

18.19  99-0185 – Clean-up MOVE (99-0574/10 discussion) (Ebbinkhuijsen)

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0185 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen will prepare 99-0459, a revision to 99-0185 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0459 to the combined change proposal.

18.21  99-0427 – ACTIVE-CLASS concepts (99-0247) (Reimann)

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Tauber seconded to:

approve 99-0427 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0461, a revision to 99-0427 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0461 to the combined change proposal.

18.23  99-0409 – Prototypes and the REPOSITORY paragraph (Schricker)

Mr. Canham moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0409 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0462, a revision to 99-0409 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0462 to the combined change proposal.

18.32  99-0402 – Checking required alignment of bit items (99-0375) (Smith/Schricker)

During discussion of 99-0402, the committee wanted the rules expressed so that they were syntactically determinable and not dependent on the capability of the compiler.  Mr. Schricker decided to update the proposal.

18.33  99-0404 – Clarification of READ PREVIOUS (99-0350) (Schricker)

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to investigate anomalies in the OPEN and READ statements.

Mr. Brieschke moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:

Approve 99-0404 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0463, a revision to 99-0404 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0463 to the combined change proposal.

18.34 99-0403 – Implementor-defined record locking default (98-0512/14) (Schricker)

Mr. Karlin moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:

approve 99-0403 as modified during discussions at meeting 221.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Schricker will prepare 99-0464, a revision to 99-0403 incorporating the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0464 to the combined change proposal.

18.35  99-0420 – Ignored sections in prototypes (99-0023) (Schricker)

99-0465 – Ignored sections in prototypes (99-0420) (Schricker)

99-0420 was discussed and direction was given.

Mr. Schricker prepared 99-0465, a revision of 99-0420.  The paper was prepared in time for discussion at this meeting.

The committee took this straw vote:

Should we enumerate the syntax as processed in prototypes?


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
3
1
5

Voting members only
3
1
3

Mr. Schricker will update the proposal based on the guidance provided during the discussion of this proposal. 

19.  Input after the quality review

19.1
99-0411 - Decimal-point is comma and compile-time issues (Klein)

99-0411 was briefly discussed.  There was consensus that the DECIMAL-POINT IS COMMA clause does not impact the use of literals in directives or the COPY and REPLACE statements.  Mr. Schricker volunteered to write a proposal to clarify this direction in the document.

19.3  99-0428 – More from Munich (Kiesel/Reimann)

The committee reviewed this paper until the end of the meeting.  There was consensus to place this paper in section 15 for the next meeting (222).  The following disposition was taken at this meeting for the following items:

Item 1, Mr. Schricker fixed this in 99-0434.

Item 2, Mr. Schricker will develop rules in scope of names.

Item 3, was completed in 99-0379 which has not been applied yet.

Item 4, Mr. Schricker fixed this in 99-0434.

Item 5, there was consensus to reject this comment.

Item 6, Mr. Schricker fixed this in 99-0434.

Item 7, no changes required.

Items 8 and 9 were not discussed as we ran out of meeting time.  

The chair declared the meeting adjourned at 1228 hours CDT, Saturday, 18 September 1999. 

26.  Review of plans - scheduled for 8:30 Saturday

26.1  Review draft agenda for next meeting

The draft agenda was approved by consensus.

26.3  Consider whether to reprint the document and plan distribution

After applying the current version of the combined change proposal to the base document, Mr. Nelson will reprint a new committee draft version 1.7.

Ms Wallace will arrange for copying and distributing the new version 1.7 committee draft to J4 committee members.  Most of the attending members agreed to print their own copy from the PDF files.

                  SUMMARY of J4 ROLL CALL VOTES

There were no roll call votes at this meeting.

SUMMARY OF ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENTS REFERENCED BY J4 MEETING 221 MINUTES

Document Number
Date
Topic

J4/99-0440
13 September 1999
J4 Meeting 221 Agenda

J4/99-0436
20 September 1999
J4 Meeting 221 Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments

J4/99-0433
20 September 1999
Treasurer's Report for Meeting 221

J4/99-0439
20 September 1999
J4 Meeting 221 Mailing List

J4/99-0442
27 September 1999
J4 Document Register - M221

Respectfully submitted,

John R. Brieschke

J4 Secretary for meeting 221

http://people.ne.mediaone.net/doncobol/xej4d221.doc
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